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negative thing which also satisfied them little. The Third Re-
public is an almost unique example of extremely positive
political forces working through a negative instrument, which
was in itself incapable of providing a government or an ad-
ministration better or worse than the interplay of forces was
able to provide. From the point of view of each separate
political force—Conservatism, Radicalism, Socialism or Com-
munism—the system worked badly and in the end failed. Yet
in relation to the interplay of these forces at any given time it
worked almost perfectly. If the function of democratic govern-
ment is to be a mirror or a photographic negative—reflecting
or reproducing accurately the conflicts of social and political
forces—the Republic worked well enough. If the function of
democratic government is something more positive than this;
if it be to serve the good life and the general well-being of most
citizens, to act as a ehinderer of hindrances' to national pros-
perity and security, it worked less well.
In short, democracy in France has to be judged not only in
terms of French standards and the mere interplay of conflicting
internal social and political movements, but somewhat more
absolutely in terms of its response to the modern challenge—to
the great present-day problems of unemployment and social
insecurity, of industrial despotism and world economy, of
aggression and international disorder. The question which the
world asks of France—and justifiably asks of a pioneer nation
in democratic experiments—is what contributions her most
durable experiment made towards the solution of the most
pressing world problems of the twentieth century. What was
the measure of her response to the modern challenge?
By about the year 1905, as has been shown above, all the
main institutions and conventions of the Third Republic had
been consolidated, and some of the most burning social and
political issues had been fought out to a decision. Monarchism,
if not dead, had been routed and relegated to the camp of lost
causes. Bonapartism and Caesarism of every kind had been
fought and beaten in open combat and thrown into sullen
acquiescence. The Church and the Army, acting in fatal
alliance during the first generation of the Republic, had been

